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All monthly meetings are on hold at the moment but when we
are allowed to meet together again the committee have
decided the first meeting will be the AGM. In the meantime
they will be putting together the accounts and any required
business which will be sent out to you at a later date.
The series of Zoom talks which have been presented by the
Bedfordshire and Mid-Anglia groups have proven to be quite popular
and because of this, they have agreed to extend their Zoom talks for
another three months (March, April, May). I have seen plenty of our
members in their little boxes for previous talks, so it seems only fair
that we start to contribute at some point – this will also give us
guaranteed access for up to 33 of our members. After speaking with
our group secretary and treasurer, we have agreed to contribute
1/3rd of the cost of the 3 months, with me supplying one of the talks.
I have mentioned before how easy it is to take advantage of these
talks – if you have the right kit ( a computer with a speaker and an
email address ), you can just watch and listen (so you can remain
totally anonymous), you can even type a question or, with a
microphone, you can ask one, like at a normal group evening talk. An
invitation is sent out by email to all our members, which will contain all
the information you need. If its still a bit daunting, you can give me a
ring, nearer the day and I will help where I can.

A few plants from my
small Sudbury garden
that hadn't been
spoiled by the wind
and rain and were in
flower on Christmas
Day.

Ray Drew - 01268 454152
Although not alpines these
evergreen, Clematis cirrhosa
flower all through the winter
giving a lovely splash of colour.
‘Wisley Cream’ left, is in Ruth’s
neighbour’s garden and the
flowers all come through her
side. ‘Freckles’ right, is in my
garden growing in a large tub
up the side of my conservatory.
Paul.

This is an Autumn/Winter
flowering Camelia. My garden
is not acid but I’ve found
with plenty of humas added
and not allowed to dry out
mid summer they appear ok.

Clockwise from left,
Hesperantha coccinea,
Camelia sasanqua
‘Narumigata’,
Hellebore ’Anna’s Red’,
Galanthus plicatus
‘Three Ships’,
Hesperantha, coccinea
alba, Helleborus
Orientalis, Cyclamen
Coum.
Ruth.

Some of Chris Walpole’s plants in flower.

Crocus Biflorus

Primula vulgaris
‘Taigeyos’

Camelia sinensis

Hellebore seedling

The plants I have in flower now are Oxalis, Narcissus, Petrocosmea,
Lachenalia, Lewisia, Pterostylis, Orchid and Ipheion, with the Ipheion’ s it is
possible to get them to flower twice in one year if grown under cover in pots.
When the foliage has died down after Spring flowering make sure compost is
kept bone dry until early October then give them a little water, they should
come up and flower by Christmas. You need to feed them when in flower, I
use 3 banana skins in a gallon of water, leave for 10 days then use diluted
half a pint to a gallon of water, I find this works for most of my plants and
sometimes that’s all they get.
All the best to everyone, Chris and Janet.

Lirope muscari

Crocus ochroleucus

I have heard from the RHS that Hyde Hall is to remain open during lockdown
for people to go and get their exercise. You must phone for a timed visit as
fewer people are to be let in at a time.

Chairman

A Happy New Year to you all
and hope we can get back to
some sort of normality again
soon.

These are some of the plants I
have had in flower over the
Christmas period.
Rod.

Ruth Jones

‘Ashtree Cottage’

5 Ballingdon Gardens

Show Secretary
Mike Sullivan
New details to follow
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