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Lockdown continues and we still can’t meet but hopefully we may be
able to soon.
Seeing the quality of the plants pictured on the face-book group
page, this years show would have been quite spectacular. Do have a
look if you possibly can, go to Facebook click on AGS Essex Group
and apply to join, any problems give me a call. Paul.

Rod and Sue’s Garden.
Ours is a South facing garden
with some shading from a
hedge and some trees. This
aspect allows us to grow our
favorites, the woodlanders and
Springtime is a good time for
these.
When we visited Ashwood’s
Sue bought a Hellebore, cream
with a red edge, there is quite
a variation amongst this years
seedlings.

Some items of news.
The AGS president Christopher
Bailes has been awarded the VMH
by the RHS.
A Veitch Memorial Medal has
been awarded to Ian Young who
writes a Bulb Log Diary on the
Scottish Rock website.

Shortia soldanelloides var. magna.
This came from Gothenburg 10
years ago, it is growing on a peat
block at the back of the pond in
the shade. Rod.

Though not connected to alpines,
Jim McColl age 83 has been
awarded the VMH. He retired
last year having been a presenter
for the last 40 years on
‘Beechgrove’ a gardening
programme from Scotland, it is
broadcast Sunday mornings on
BBC2 (it’s better than G.W.) and
well worth watching.

A letter received from a lady who gets her newsletter by snail-mail.
Thank you for the newsletter I hope you can use the following.
I moved to my bungalow in 2006, I changed the shape of the garden by adding
shrubs and other plants and say every year I will just sit and enjoy, well this is
the first year that I have. You see things differently with a change of height,
so all of you with your show plants, take off their bow ties, top hats, high heels
and evening dress and let them relax with their common cousins. Display them in
the garden or mix them up in a way you wouldn't see on a show bench, be
inventive and then send Paul your pictures, give us something to smile about,
think outside the box.
Keep safe, Janet.

Corydalis ‘Sue Drew’ (PC2006)
A 3-way hybrid between C. solida and C. malkensis
x bracteata. Originally 3 distinct clones came from
seed, a white, a purple and this bi-coloured form.
An added bonus to this already attractive plant is
an intense perfume (coming from C. bracteata).

Leopoldia massayanum
BATMAN 282.
Another oddball from the bulb
world, grown from Gothenburg
Botanic seed collected in Erzincan,
Turkey on the Nordic expedition
(BATMAN)
Ray.

My Scree Garden
Many years ago when Cliff & Pat Downes
were coming to our meetings Cliff told
us how to make a scree garden and this
is mine. We first dug out loads of soil
and then mixed it with a lot of grit, then
put it back. Covered it with mypex (weed
suppressant material) then added limestone chippings on top, the results many
years later are a lot of self- sown Pulsatillas. I couldn’t be happier. Originally I
think I planted Pulsatilla Campanella and
just an ordinary pulsatilla and other
plants. The results have been amazing
especially as it wasn’t planned, as you
can see from the photos I am getting so
many different colour pulsatillas. The
original plants were planted by cutting a
hole in the Mypex but now they just
seed into the chippings and grow
through the Mypex, it would be difficult
to dig them up and pot them as they
have long roots. The scree is south
facing but obviously having the Mypex
underneath enables the plants to get
enough moisture, I very rarely have to
water them even in our droughts. The
Romulea Bulbocodium do very well and in
the past I’ve had a Edraianthus Pumilio
which lasted many years and others. The
wonders of nature we never know what
we are going to get...especially with AGS
seed !!!
Margaret

Some of Chris Walpole’s plants above and
right that were ready for our Show.
Rhododendron sp.
only grows to 2ft
6ins high, it came
from Mansfields
Nursery when Cliff
and Pat were
closing down.
Stunning flowers
every year. Ed.
Chairman

Fritillaria palidiflora, Narcissus ‘Hillstar’,
Rhododendron ’Ramapo’ and Iris ‘Tiddles’ all were
ready for our show this year. ‘Hillstar’ is in my
opinion far superior to ‘Pipit’ and it is extremely
highly scented. I bought the Rhododendron down
in the West Country on our trip last year.
Paul.
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