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Hello everyone and welcome to our June Newsletter. 

Ruth, Rod, Paul Ward and Ray met for a social distancing mini sub committee 
meeting to discuss current and future events that may affect the Essex Group 
and bring recommendations to the rest of the committee for approval, which 

will then be passed on to you all. 

It was felt that there is no chance of resuming meetings until regulations have 
been relaxed more, it is also unlikely that the Mid Anglia Bulb Sale or the Plant 

Exchange will go ahead. The future was discussed, including what should be 
done about memberships, it was also felt that there was a need to have      

members phone numbers in case of emergencies or meeting cancellations etc. 
These would be held securely, along with other data we hold, you can e-mail or 

phone these to the Secretary or Editor. 

‘Wildside’. 

When looking at the AGS website as suggested 
by Ruth in her article I found this one about 
‘Wildside’ where some of our group visited in 

April last year.  

Keith is building a Memorial Garden to his wife 
Ros who sadly died in the latter part of last year 
and all the plans, photos, etc are on his website.  

There is a piece about the garden by Jon Evans 
on the website with a link to ’Wildside’  

Although the garden is closed due to the       
current situation, Keith is hoping to open again as 

soon as he possibly can. 

Socially distancing  
mini sub committee  

meeting held at 
Forge Nursery 

The committee is concerned  that we have no 
idea if any of our members have had Covid and 

would like to know how you are now.                  
Please feel free to contact any of us on the 

committee 

A couple of memories 
of our  visit. 

Three Alliums in the bulb 
frame. 

 

Top to bottom 

 

A. obliquum, A Eurasian species 
from Romania to Mongolia. 

A. huber-morathii, only found 
in the Pontus mountains of 
Turkey near Ankara. 

A. caesium, from central Asia. 

 No special care or treatment,  
the frame consists of 50/50 

loam and gritty sand mix and is 
open all year round. 

Ray. 

Many thanks to those who send in articles but there are many of you 
who grow excellent plants, so how about a few words on what you grow 

and tips on how you grow them. 



Epimedium youngianum lilafee 

Epimedium ‘Dark Secret’ 

Epimedium wushanense white form 

Epimedium x versicolor  

Epimediums.  

 These are now known as ’Happy   
Mediums’ since a lady wanted to buy a 

happy medium  from me at a show.                                            
They are a woodland plant that    

originates from Asia, mostly China 
and Japan and  a European one called 
alpinum. I have been growing them 

for a number of years and in recent 
years have acquired a lot more newer 

varieties due to modern day plant 
hunters bring them back from Asia 
and starting breeding programmes. 

Mine are generally grown in a     
woodland area we created when we 
moved here. They   prefer a moist, 

humus rich soil under trees or shrubs, 
but some older varieties grow quite 
well in dry shade. In the Winter I 

leave some of the fallen leaves from 
the trees above so they compost 
down by the following Spring and 

then get mixed into the soil, I also 
spread lots of homemade compost 

over the beds. I try to get around to 
cutting down the old leaves just   

before the new ones emerge in early 
Spring, but have to be careful not to 
cut off any new growth or flowers. I 
have a few   varieties that I grow in 
my sunny beds but these are shaded 

by taller perennials during the     
Summer months. Most start         

flowering in March/April and carry on 
until the end of May. I have a couple 

of varieties that flower for much 
longer periods, they are                

’Red Maximum’ and ’The Giant’  

Rhoda Clarke.    

Epimedium   
x versicolor 
sulphureum Epimedium amanagowa 
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Iris (possibly ensata) 
came from my mums  

garden, it always flowers 
well. 

Two ‘Marmite Plants’ you either love them or hate 
them.  I love them.                                                                     

Arisaema’s, taiwanense left, kuishianum right. 

Daphne gemmata.                            
The original plant came from Kath.  

Does anyone grow this in the garden? 
mine in the pot has been out all winter. 

I have found some good articles on the 
AGS website, mossy Saxifrages, small 

Rhododendrons and one on plant          
photography by Jon Evans all are well 

worth a browse.  

At the beginning of the month I went to 
Hyde Hall with a friend who had managed 

to book a timed entrance. There were 
quite a lot of people about but it was  

possible to socially distance, as so much 
space, the gardens looked good, especially 
the Roses and Clematis. Lets hope some 
more gardens can open again before too 

long. 

Ruth. 


