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Spring has Sprung
Spring has
arrived after a
mild and wet
winter. The
bulbs seem to
have enjoyed
it. The Woking
West Surrey
Group Annual
Plant Competition and the
Daffodil show
at Wisley may
have been
cancelled but I
will have my
own little
show here.
So we start
with daffodils.
Many are over
already. My
Narcissus asturiensis and
assoanus gave
a good show
notwithstanding their small
size.
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First I will show some hybrids. This is called Angel’s
Whisper and has Narcissus
triandrus as one of the parents and N. fernandesii as
the other. It was bred by
Rod Barwick at the Glenbrook Bulb Farm in Tasmania.

Narcissus Dinah Rose registered by Jim
and Jenny Archibald and named after
Dinah Batterham. The seed was from an
open pollinated Narcissus triandrus concolor. I bought three bulbs from Jim Archibald in 2010 and now have a pot full.

2

Narcissus Kokopelli bred from N. Sundial which was from Narcissus rupicola by Alec Gray
the man who produced Tete a Tete. I have a pot of Sundial but it doesn’t look as if it will
flower for a another few weeks.
This pot was being kept smart for the Woking Group annual plant competition.. Tt started
flowering about a week ago and since then the stems have lengthene by about 3 inches.
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Narcissus Peseta bred by John Blanchard. My
pot has not turned out to very even but the
flowers are beautiful, with perfect shape and
colouring. They are born three to a stem.
The stems are very robust and only about 9
inches long so I’m not sure why the pot full
turned out so unruley.
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This is a naturally occurring hybrid Narcissus x Johnstonii which is known as N.
Queen of Spain. The cross was introduced in 1888 from wild collected bulbs.
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Narcissus nobilis primigenius . The flower
looks like everyone’s
idea of a daffodil, large
and yellow but the
stem is only about 6
inches long. This plant
grows in the snow
melt in the mountains
of Northern Spain. The
petals are twisted like
a propeller. I wonder
what evolutionary
advantage caused this.

Narcissus triandrus pallidus
grown from my own seed and
flowering in just two years. The
seed are grown in 9cm deep
pots which are in a polystyrene
box to prevent the black pots
and the compost in them becoming over heated in the sun.
There is sand in the bottom of
the box. This is kept damp in
summer so that the bulbs do
not become desiccated when
dormant. The sand serves to
draw water out of the pot
helping to reduce the risk of
over watering.
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Narcissus rupicola a very
dwarf plant the stem being
less than 6 inches. The flower is very attractive with
nicely overlapping petals
and a squat trumpet and
has been used extensively
in hybrids.

Narcissus fernandesii well past its
best but flowering for over a
month and standing outside in all
weather. This pot won a ‘First’ at
two AGS shows in February effectively achieving a gold medal.
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My favourite

This is Narcissus watieri which resembles rupicola in form but is
even smaller and white. The stems
on these specimens are 4 inches.
Watering is reputed to be critical
for this species but mine have been
outside in the very wet winter that
we have had.

Another narcissus watieri with a
less indented trumpet.
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