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Chairman’s Message
Is it me or is the Snowdrop season early? The early Galanthus reginae-olgae and G. peshmenii came
and went as usual in late September / October, both were on the show benches at Loughborough and
Kent autumn shows. However, there has been a steady stream of Galanthus coming into bloom and,
whilst we have been clearing and top-dressing the beds, there are great clumps already showing their
noses at Hursley Road. Let’s hope this current cold snap (10 December) holds them back a bit, otherwise
our proposed ‘Snowdrop Day’ will be in January rather than February.

Galanthus ‘Lady Plaistow’ with Crocus tommasinianus

G. ‘Godfrey Owen’

Last year at this time I was talking, thankfully, about the lack of flooding and, indeed, this year we have
gone one step further by adding preventative measures in the form of a pump sunk into a sump at the
bottom of the garden, which has worked really well. It works via a ‘float switch’ and comes on automatically
emptying into the pond; no more wellies to get to my Alpine House!
Those of you on Facebook will have been following Ben’s numerous projects during the year and he will no
doubt take great pleasure showing you all his handiwork when we open the garden in the spring. In 2018,
we have been asked to open the garden for the Hardy Plant Society; and the same weekend we will be
entertaining the West Sussex AGS Local Group. Funds raised will go to our Group.
We have had a varied and enjoyable start to the season, which commenced with Paul Cumbleton giving a
splendid talk on the genus Pleione, not only covering the very many species and hybrids but also the
cultivation of these interesting orchids. The bulb sale was a great success with further sales of the pottedup bulbs, at the November meeting and at the recent Dorset AGS meeting. There are still a few to be sold
and hopefully we can entice some buyers when the bulbs are in bloom in the spring.
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The AGS Open Lecture in October on ‘Woodland Ranunculaceae’ was presented by Michael Myers and
was indeed an excellent talk taking us through many of the woodlanders we all know and love. In
November, Tim Ingram gave a talk giving a very different perspective of woodland plants, demonstrating
this through the development of his garden over several decades with an emphasis on the under-planting
of their apple trees.
We had record numbers at the Seasonal event, where there was standing room only by the end; and I
would like to thank everyone who came and made it such an enjoyable evening. Thank you also to the
presentation contributors, Janice and Trevor, with a botanical and geological view of the Dolomite trip,
Elizabeth Wells showed some beautiful photos of the Alps and Christine Hughes delivered a breathtaking
view of Branklyn Gardens set to music. Being Snowdrop time of year, I showed a few pictures of our
Hursley Road garden. The evening would not have been complete without Dorothy’s quiz, which again
tested the audience; and due to Malcolm and Glenda being unable to attend, we have new champions,
David and Mary Dickenson, well done to you both. Sadly, Dorothy couldn’t make it as she had been
hospitalised with a nasty virus, and we wish her a speedy recovery.
The New Year Programme starts with Matthew Topsfield whose talk is titled ‘In the Footsteps of Blanchard:
Narcissus in south-eastern Spain’. Janice has detailed the remainder of the Programme on the next page.
We would also like to resurrect the members’ plant sales table. If you have plants for sale please ensure
they are of good quality and labelled with the plant name and a separate label with the price and your name
or initials. 10% of the proceeds will go to Group funds, 90% to the member. Spare fresh seed and bulbs will
also be welcome. We will also be selling the last of our bulbs, which have been potted up and are coming
into bloom.
The AGS Conference and AGM took place in November, at which Martin and Anna Sheader received the
Award of Honour for all the work they have done for the Society, both locally and nationally, over many
years. Ben was formally appointed as a Trustee of the Society, and we both received our Bronze Awards
for our exhibiting efforts this year. As ever, the Conference is also a great opportunity to network and
introduce ourselves to potential speakers and get to know those representing other Local Groups. We also
enjoyed a wide variety of interesting talks.
Thank you for the continued support of the committee and all others who contribute to the smooth running
of the Group, specifically Lesley, now supported by Janice, for all the great work keeping the Website fresh.
This year’s ‘Advent calendar’ was again a great success, Lesley even managed to start it whilst on holiday
in Australia; the internet is amazing! Our thanks also to Jackie and Mike, who always provide refreshments
at our meetings, and Jo supporting on the door, which is such a great help to Ben. Thanks to David Mussel
and Sue Hough who, help with the raffle, and to Janice for producing our splendid and informative
Newsletters. I am always grateful for those of you who invisibly assist with the setting up and clearing of
Chilworth Hall at our meetings.
Upcoming events to look forward to include the annual plant and photographic competitions in March and
our plant sale in April; so the New Year is a time to start propagating. The plant sale has been brought
forward to fit in with a change in the date of the Rocky Flower Show, see page 4.
We will be canvassing a possible new approach to a Group
trip as the number of Hampshire members joining the coach
trip has dwindled over recent years, meaning that we are
having to fill seats elsewhere to make the trips viable (details
have recently been emailed). We will also be opening
members’ gardens during the spring for you to enjoy a range
of alpines and other plants; these events are great social
events and also important fundraising opportunities for the
Group.
Finally, as we approach the prime time for showing alpines,
please remember to bring your plants to meetings for the
show table and pictures of your plants currently in flower at
the time of our meetings, as we know not everyone grows in
pots.
I am looking forward to seeing you all at the end of January.
Paddy Parmee

Galanthus ‘Percy Picton’
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Hampshire AGS – Social Media
Links are as follows:
Twitter @HampshireAGS (this link will take you there) https://mobile.twitter.com/account
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hampshireags/

Website

http://hampshirealpinegardeners.org.uk/

***************************************************************************************************************************

Group Officers
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Newsletter Editor
Committee

Paddy Parmee
Malcolm Calvert
Janice Bennetts
Lesley Baker
Dorothy Searle

Treasurer, Hon. Group &
Membership Secretary
Teas
David Hanslow
Jo Whitfield

Ben Parmee
Jackie & Mike Gurd
Kevin Hughes
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2018 Spring & Summer Programme
Dates – all Thursdays
th

25 January

nd

22

February

Titles

Speakers

In the Footsteps of Blanchard:
Narcissus in south-eastern
Spain

Matthew Topsfield
has a background in environmental conservation and
works for Conserving Scottish Machair Life+

Alpines in the Wild and
Cultivation

Diane Clement
AGS Director of Seed Exchanges and a regular
exhibitor at AGS Shows

Plant photography in the
Garden

Jon Evans
is the official photographer at many AGS Shows and
judges photographic competitions, including the
Rocky Flower Show

Five Fritillaria

Ron Mudd
has been studying Fritillaria, in the wild and in
cultivation, for almost 40 years, and founded the
International Fritillaria Study Group in 2014

Tulips and Kazakhstan

David Hughes
is a member of both Hampshire and Dorset Groups
and travels widely across Europe with his wife,
Christine. He runs the Rocky Flower Show
Photographic competition.

nd

22 March
th
The 20 Lionel Bacon
Memorial Lecture &
Competitive Shows

th

26 April
Annual Plant Sale
(no raffle)

th

24 May
AGM
Food & wine provided

Page |4

The ROCKY FLOWER SHOW will be on the 19 May 2018
Changes to the Wimborne (Rocky Flower) Show
Bill Squire of the Dorset Group will retire as Show Secretary after the 2018 show, after many years’ of
dedicated service. To ensure continuity, Ben will shadow Bill this year with a view to taking on the role from
2019, supported by a strong committee. Hampshire and Dorset Groups have been very successful running
the show. Indeed, our show is one that delivers a profit for the Society as a whole.
One of the immediate changes we have been able to achieve from this year is to move the show back a
week so as to avoid the Bank Holiday traffic, which we know has affected numbers of exhibitors and visitors
attending the show.
*****************************************************************************************************************************

Obituary
Diane N Richardson died 20 December 2018
Diane, and Chris, her husband, were members of our Group from September 1991 and only left the Group
three years ago when Diane became too ill to travel in the evenings. Diane was the gardener and grew a
range of alpines, mainly in troughs as you see from the photo that Chris has kindly sent. She apparently
followed her mother in that respect and has passed on that love of gardening to her daughter. Chris made
many of the troughs. He was, of course, for many years our Treasurer. Three members from the Group
th
attended her funeral on the 11 January.
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Search Request for Iris ‘Benton Rubeo’ from Sue Hough
Sarah Cook holds the National Collection of Bearded Irises, including the National Collection of Cedric Morris
Irises. She is having difficulty in tracing his Iris ‘Benton Rubeo’ and would like to know if anyone is growing
this Iris, has grown it in the past, or even remembers seeing it growing. Sarah very much needs a more
accurate description. Catalogue descriptions exist, but there are a number of similar irises, so they are not
much help. If you have a photograph, know where Iris ‘Benton Rubeo’ might be growing, or if you can shed
some light on this Iris, Sarah would be delighted to hear from you.
Please email sarah@malmaisons.plus.com or tel 01473 822400

Iris ‘Benton Rubeo’ was bred by Cedric Morris,
who named it after his pet Macaw. The Iris was
around in the UK until the 1990’s, so it should
still be in existence.

Cedric Morris with his Macaw ‘Rubeo’ © Sarah Cook

*************************************************************************************************************************

BLETILLA STRIATA by Michael Powell
If you like the thought of a plant that is garden friendly, tough,
hardy and easy to grow then this orchid should tick all your
boxes. From among fans of elegant pleated leaves arise
graceful stems of exotic looking fragrant flowers each up to 2”
across. Stems can grow to about 2’ tall and sport up to twelve
flowers ranging in colour from white through pale pink to rosepurple and even shades of bluish purple, depending on the
variety. Bletillas are related closely to Calanthes and more
distantly to Pleiones.
Bletillas are in the sub-family Epidendroideae, which includes
all orchids having ‘pseudo-bulbs’, which are swollen leaf bases
that serve as storage organs for food and water. In Bletillas
these are underground but look like tightly packed white
crocus corms all joined together. After flowering, each group of
leaves makes one ‘(pseudo-)bulb’ through the summer. In the
late autumn when the leaves fall the ‘bulb’ stays underground,
joined to its predecessor. Next spring, at the right time, it will
produce a shoot and if the ‘bulb’ is big enough this will flower.
In time, the ‘bulbs’ will clump up and build up a large reserve
of food. These orchids are a medium to long term project and
need to be left undisturbed to build up. An established clump
in ideal conditions is capable of producing six or more
flowering stems, each supported by four or five pseudo-bulbs
from previous years. You can do the Maths!
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To succeed in the garden, Bletillas need very sharp drainage, alkaline conditions and full sun. Very good
drainage is mandatory. In shade, they will grow happily but not flower well, if at all. For orchids, they are
quite greedy plants and will be quite happy in garden soil provided it drains freely. Rock garden conditions
or a raised bed would be ideal. Unlike some other garden orchids I could mention, Bletillas cope well with
dry conditions once they are established.
The most widely available species is B. striata, which occurs in various forms in China and Japan. This has
purple or white flowers and often attractive white edges to the leaves. B. ochracea is slightly less hardy
(but should be OK down here) but has flowers in shades of yellow. There is a range of hybrids between the
two species, patriotically named after ancient British tribes. There are also some Japanese cultivars
available, one of which, named ‘Soryu’ or ‘Blue Dragon’, is a good shade of blue-purple. All of these are
available at reasonable prices.
The best way to buy Bletillas is as potted plants. It is perfectly possible, however, to buy bare root plants
and these are available now. These will arrive as a group of ‘bulbs’ and a shoot. You can either plant this
straight into the ground, if it is suitable, or into a pot of free draining alpine compost. The shoot will come
first and when it is about 5” to 6” it will start to produce roots, just like a Pleione. Pay very careful attention
to watering at this stage, and do not over-water. In the open garden, you do not have to water at all in a
normal British winter! In very wet weather, pop a bell cloche over them. Ensure they do not dry out in their
first year and in subsequent years they should be largely maintenance free. They do not really need
feeding as they will generally enjoy what everything else is having, but a monthly feed of Orchid Focus will
go down well. Or you can use quarter-strength Tomorite. However, do not be tempted to over feed! With
any orchid, too much is NOT better!
Bletillas have few pests or diseases. Slugs mostly do not like them. The flower stems are prone to attack
by black flies but a squirt of insecticide should polish them off in no time! They are vulnerable to late spring
frosts, which will burn the leaves and kill the emerging flower stems, so will need a cloche or some fleece
over them if frost threatens. Other than that, they are easy and reliable to grow. Try them and see!
SOURCES OF PLANTS: LANESIDE HARDY ORCHID NURSERY
POTTERTONS NURSERY

Photos: Michael Powell
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A Walk around Mattmark Dam in the Saastal Valley, Switzerland
by Janice Bennetts
Mattmark Dam, which is situated in the upper Saastal Valley close to the Italian border, is at a height of
2197 metres (7208 ft) above sea level. Access between the two countries is along the Monto Moro Pass
that was established as a trade route by the Romans. Mattmark Lake was created by glaciers that were still
prominent around its shores during the ‘Little Ice-age’, from the sixteenth century to the eighteenth. After
this period, when the glaciers began to recede, the Saastal Valley started to attract tourists and the first
hotel, the Monte Moro, opened in 1856. The dam was built between 1960 and 1965 in order to generate
electricity. Tragically, while the dam was being constructed, an avalanche from the Allalain glacier killed 88
workers who were camping below the ice front.
Today, there is a circular path around the reservoir and a strenuous hike over the Monte Moro Pass.
Glaciers still feed into the lake, but since Trevor and my first visit in 1987 the glaciers have receded
considerably. The front of the Allalain glacier, shown in the photographs, has continued to retreat from the
position it occupied at the time of the avalanche.

Postcard 1980s

July 2015

On a fine day in July the views are stunning, with a number of high mountains surrounding the azure blue
lake, raging tributary streams and beautiful flora. The distribution of the flora is interesting. While there was
a range of plants growing close to the perimeter of the reservoir, some of the plants appeared to be
concentrated in specific places. The dam wall is wide enough for a two lane highway and is edged with
large limestone boulders that give a perfect foil for the attractive Epilobium fleisheri which has colonised
the area. Along the dam wall are plaques written in Swiss and English explaining the history of the valley.
On two of our visits we have walked to the Pass, following the path around the reservoir in an anticlockwise direction, starting on the west and returning on the east. This time we confined ourselves just to
the route around the two mile circuit walking in a clockwise direction.

Epilobium fleisheri

Verastrum album
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As we left the dam wall and took the path, Verastrum album was prominent and grew abundantly in most places.
Less abundant, although equally striking, was Cirsium spinosissimum, the spiny thistle. An artist’s drawing of a
face, based on the form of the Cirsium flower head, has been used on information boards along the western route,
which instruct visitors what they should and should not do. The roseroot sedum, Rhodiola rosea and Saxifraga
paniculata were only seen on the early section of our hike, where the saxifrage cascaded down the edges of the
reservoir making it difficult to get close enough to photograph. The common insectivorous butterwort, Pinguicula
vulgaris, was very prominent in damp places. We saw less of the larger flowered, Pinguicula grandiflora. Often
accompanying the butterworts were Viola biflora, the attractive yellow viola with a brown stripe; Saxifraga aizoides
with bright orange flowers and a white flowered saxifrage, which I have not been able to identify. Among the many
types of meadow flowers, between the path and the edge of the reservoir, were: Aster alpina; rampions –
Phyteuma; bellflowers – Campanula; clovers – Trifolium; knapweeds – Centaurea, which are particularly attractive
for the butterflies and bees; and catsfoot; Antennarias.

Saxifraga paniculata

Viola biflora

Rhododendron ferrugineum was in flower amongst the scree rocks, but just going over on the more exposed
slopes. As far as I know, it is the only rhododendron found in the Valais Alps. Salix, juniper and some other pines
were more prominent on the far south western slopes. At this far end of the lake where it was relatively flat, black
Vallais cattle grazed, imposing beasts that were enclosed by electric fencing, although they seemed docile enough.
On a slope near the cattle there was a small meadow of Pulsatilla alpina ssp apiifolia. Amongst the Pasque flowers
we saw only one Gentiana acaulis still in flower. On this western side of the reservoir the sub-shrub Mountain
Avens, Dryas octopetala, clothed some rocks and it was just near the end of the walk that we came across Trollius
europaeus and Doronoicum grandiflorum. At the start of the walk a signpost suggested it would take two and half
hours. Needless to say, it took us much longer.

Rhododendron ferrugineum

Pulsatilla alpina ssp apiifolia
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Fifty Years Ago (March 1968) – A.G.S. Bulletin Volume 36 No. 151 p.60

The Genus Leucoium by R D Nutt, F.L.S.
When I was checking the 50 years ago bulletins, I came across Nutt’s
monograph of the genus. As Paddy had sent me this Leucojum and
cyclamen photograph it seemed appropriate to take it as an end-note.
The first thing I noticed was that the genus name is spelt with an ‘i’ and
not a ‘j’.
Nutt explained that
‘the meaning and derivation of Leucoium is confused and it
should have been used for the Snowdrop. The usual explanation
is that Leucoium comes from the Greek leukos, meaning white,
and ion, a violet, to give leukion, which was used by
Theophrastus for both a snowdrop and a gillyflower. Fuchs (1542)
called the Snowflake “Viola Alba” but some authorities say the
name came from Leucoeion, a white eye, but this seems doubtful.
Linnaeus should have used the name Leucoium for the genus
Galanthus but he didn’t, so the genera must stay with the wrong
names. It is also a great pity that he barbarised or Germanized
Leucoium into Leucojum* as has been pointed out by Sir
Frederick Stern who explains all this in his monograph.’
Leucojum vernum with Cyclamen coum
out in the tufa bed
Photo: Paddy Parmee

*The Editor noted that the Bulletin had always retained the spelling Leucoium. Not any more, I checked the
Consolidated Index 1930-2005 and found that it is now spelt Leucojum. I did not have time to find out when it
changed. Does anyone know?
F. C. Stern’s monograph - Snowdrops and Snowflakes
Janice Bennetts

